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friend, and must have required on business grounds very strong reasons to make him part with the editor who had proved his capacity by making the "Messenger" the good investment it was, to a candid mind it seems more probable that the extraordinary effects of Poe's fits of intoxication, however infrequent, the irregularity they caused at the time and the exhaustion they left behind, furnished tlie real ground for Mr. White's determination to let his protege, go.    Mr. Kennedy, who should have known the facts, writes in reference to this incident of Poe's life, "He was irregular, eccentric,  and querulous, and soon gave up his place." 1   Poe himself afterwards confessed, as will be seen, that at Richmond he gave way at long intervals to temptation, and after each excess was invariably confined to his bed for some days.    The only contemporary reference by him to this matter occurs in a busmes3 letter, in which, although it was written six days after his resignation went into effect, he accepts an article from a "West Point classmate without any hint that he had ceased to be the editor of the magazine, except that he begs pardon for delay because of "ill health and a weight of various and harassing business."2   These facts all go to support the view that Mr. White, after exercising forbearance for a wMle, at last refused to yield to Poe's penitence, amd insisted on a separation, which, however,
%' Ibifo of Jokn Pendleton Kennedy, p. 376. 2 ]?oq to Allan B. Magruder, January 9, 1837.
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